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“He prayed — it wasn’t my religion. 
He ate — it wasn’t what I ate. 
He spoke — it wasn’t my language. 
He dressed — it wasn’t what I wore. 
He took my hand — it wasn’t the color of mine. 
But when he laughed — it was how I laughed, 
And when he cried — it was how I cried.”

— Amy Maddox, age 16,  
Franklin Community HS

“To put it as succinctly as possible, if you want to 
change and improve the climate and outcomes of 
schooling both for students and teachers, there 
are features of the school culture that have to be 
changed, and if they are not changed, your well-
intentioned efforts will be defeated.”

— Seymour Sarason, Revisiting the  
Culture of the School  

and the Problem of Change

“It is not up to you to finish the work, but 
neither are you free not to take it up.”

— The Talmud

“Fatigue makes cowards of us all.”

— Vince Lombardi

“I dedicate this day to … today’s youth 
that’s filled to the brim with yesterday’s lies 
about tomorrow’s truth.”

— Asheena McNeil, New York 1991, 
National Teen Poetry Slam

“I believe that the school is primarily a 
social institution. Education, therefore, is a 
process of living and not a preparation for 
future living.”

— John Dewey

“Each time a person stands up for an ideal, or acts 
to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against 
injustice, he/she sends forth a tiny ripple of hope 
… and crossing each other from a million different 
centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a 
current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of 
oppression and resistance.”

— Robert F. Kennedy

“You must do the thing you think you can-
not do.”

— Eleanor Roosevelt

“The knowledge and skills to educate all 
children already exists. There are no peda-
gogical barriers to teaching and learning 
when willing people are prepared and 
made available to children.”

— Asa G. Hilliard, The Maroon Within Us 
 

“86% of voters believe that encouraging 
children to be creative and develop their 
imagination is necessary to maintain our 
competitive edge and ensure that we do 
not fall behind other countries.”

— The Imagine Nation and  
Lake Research Partners,  
The Imagine Nation Poll
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“Public schools can train us for conversa-
tions across divisions of race, class, religion, 
and ideology. It is often in the clash of ir-
reconcilable ideas that we can learn how to 
test or revise ideas, or invent new ones.”

— Deborah Meier,  
The Power of Their Ideas

“Multicultural education, and all good 
teaching, is about transformation — indi-
vidual, collective, and institutional. Each 
of these levels is needed to foster student 
learning.”

— Sonia Nieto, The Light of Their Eyes

“Sinawa (the Great Spirit) gave us two ears 
and one mouth in order that we might lis-
ten twice as much as we talk.”

— Native American saying

“We can, whenever and wherever we choose, 
successfully teach all children whose schooling 
is of interest to us. We already know more than 
we need in order to do this. Whether we do it 
must finally depend on how we feel about the 
fact that we haven’t so far.”

— Ron Edmonds, A Blueprint for Action II

“We can’t teach what we don’t know, and 
we can’t lead where we won’t go.”

— Malcolm X

“In times of drastic change, it is the learners 
who inherit the future. The learned usually 
find themselves beautifully equipped to live 
in a world that no longer exists.”

— Eric Hoffer, Reflections on the Human Condition

“To teach in a manner that respects and 
cares for the souls of our students is es-
sential if we are to provide the necessary 
conditions where learning can most deeply 
and intimately begin.”

— bell hooks,  
Teaching to Transgress:  

Education as the Practice of Freedom

“I pray for all of us the strength to teach 
our children what they must learn, and the 
humility and wisdom to learn from them so 
that we might teach better.”

— Lisa Delpit,  
Other People’s Children:  

Cultural Conflict in the Classroom

“We cannot seek achievement for ourselves 
and forget about progress and prosperity for 
our community. Our ambitions must be broad 
enough to include the aspirations and needs of 
others, for their sakes and for our own.”

— Cesar Chavez, United Farm Workers

“The research is abundantly clear; nothing moti-
vates a child more than when learning is valued 
by schools and families/community working to-
gether in partnership …. These forms of [parent] 
involvement do not happen by accident or even 
by invitation. They happen by explicit strategic 
intervention.”

— Michael Fullen,  
Rethinking Educational Change  

with Heart and Mind
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“We cannot solve our problems with the 
same thinking we used when we created 
them.”

— Albert Einstein

“You must be the change you wish to see in 
the world.”

— Mohandas Gandhi

“America the beautiful,  
who are you beautiful for?”

— Jonathan Kozol, Savage Inequalities

“We must not allow the clock and the cal-
endar to blind us to the fact that each mo-
ment of life is a miracle and mystery.”

— H. G. Wells

“In every community, there is work to be 
done. In every nation, there are wounds to 
heal. In every heart, there is the power to 
do it.”

— Marianne Williamson

“I want to learn what life has to teach, and 
not, when I come to die, discover that I 
have not lived.”

— Henry David Thoreau

“We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

“It is easier to build strong children than to 
repair broken men.”

— Frederick Douglass

“Nothing will work unless you do.”

— Maya Angelou

“It is possible to store the mind with a mil-
lion facts and still be entirely uneducated.”

— Alec Bourne
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“Not everything that counts is counted. Not 
everything that is counted counts.”

— Albert Einstein

“Do not follow where the path may lead. 
Go instead where there is no path and 
leave a trail.”

— Harold R. McAlindon

“Nothing can stop the man with the right 
mental attitude from achieving his goal; 
nothing on earth can help the man with the 
wrong mental attitude.”

— Thomas Jefferson

“Coming together is a beginning. 
Staying together is progress. 
Working together is success.”

— Henry Ford

“The more difficulties one has to encounter, 
within and without, the more significant 
and the higher in inspiration his life will be.”

— Horace Bushnell

“If your actions inspire others to dream 
more, learn more, do more and become 
more, you are a leader.”

— John Quincy Adams

“The ability to convert ideas to things is the 
secret to outward success.”

— Henry Ward Beecher

“The only way of finding the limits of the 
possible is by going beyond them into the 
impossible.”

— Arthur C. Clarke

“Knowing is not enough; we must apply. 
Willing is not enough; we must do.”

— Goethe

“Treat people as if they were what they 
ought to be and you help them become 
what they are capable of becoming.”

— Goethe
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“A teacher who is attempting to teach with-
out inspiring the pupil with a desire to learn 
is hammering on cold iron.”

— Horace Mann

“One can choose to go back toward safety 
or forward toward growth. Growth must be 
chosen again and again; fear must be over-
come again and again.”

— Abraham Maslow

“Watch your thoughts, they become words. 
Watch your words, they become your actions. 
Watch your actions, they become habits.  
Watch your habits, they become character. 
Watch your character, it becomes your destiny.”

— Frank Outlaw

“Tell me and I forget. 
Teach me and I remember. 
Involve me and I learn.”

— Benjamin Franklin

“It is not what is poured into a student that 
counts but what is planted.”

— Linda Conway

“Don’t ask yourself what the world needs; 
ask yourself what makes you come alive. 
And then go do that. Because what the 
world needs is people who have come 
alive.”

— Harold Whitman

“I want my children to understand the 
world, but not just because the world is 
fascinating and the human mind is curi-
ous. I want them to understand it so that 
they will be positioned to make it a better 
place.”

— Howard Gardner

“That spirit of inventiveness is what schools 
don’t currently reward. It’s not what you’re 
supposed to be thinking of when you’re tak-
ing tests; you’re supposed to be thinking of the 
rules of the game, not how to break the rules 
or how to invent new rules.”

— Deborah Meier

“(My family) believed in the public school 
because they believed in a community.”

— Garrison Keillor, broadcaster

“The principal goal of education is to create 
men who are capable of doing new things, 
not simply repeating what other genera-
tions have done—men who are creative, 
inventive, and discoverers.”

— Jean Piaget
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“I’ve learned that people will forget what 
you said, people will forget what you did, 
but people will never forget how you made 
them feel.”

— Maya Angelou

“I believe that the school must represent 
life – life as real and vital to the child as 
that which he carries on in the home, in the 
neighborhood, or on the playground.”

— John Dewey 

“Our grading should match our pedagogy. In my class-
room I attempt to prefigure aspects of the kind of society 
I want my students to live in: a society where the work 
is meaningful and intrinsically rewarding, where people 
grapple with big ideas that they care about in an environ-
ment where they can talk, read, write, and think without 
worrying about failure or ridicule.”

— Linda Christensen

“Education at its best—this profound human trans-
action called teaching and learning—is not about 
getting information or getting a job. Education is 
about healing and wholeness. It is about empower-
ment, liberation, transcendence, about renewing 
the vitality of life. It is about finding and claiming 
ourselves and our place in the world.”

— Parker Palmer

“The greatest mistake you can make in life 
is to be continually fearing you will make 
one.”

— Elbert Hubbard

“The fact is that given the challenges we face, education 
doesn’t need to be reformed—it needs to be trans-
formed. The key to this transformation is not to standard-
ize education, but to personalize it, to build achievement 
on discovering the individual talents of each child, to put 
students in an environment where they want to learn and 
where they can naturally discover their true passions.”

— Sir Ken Robinson

“We are whiplashed between an arrogant 
overestimation of ourselves and a servile 
underestimation of ourselves.”

— Parker Palmer

“I never teach my pupils. I only attempt to 
provide the conditions in which they can 
learn.”

— Albert Einstein

“In a completely rational society, the best 
of us would be teachers and the rest of us 
would have to settle for something else.”

— Lee Iacocca

“It is the tension between creativity and 
skepticism that has produced the stunning 
and unexpected findings in science.”

— Carl Sagan,  
astronomer and author 


