
A great instructional technique to use to activate prior 

learning is anticipation guide.  Students are asked to listen 

or read a series of structured statements with which they 

have to choose to agree or disagree.  This technique stim-

ulates students' interest in a topic and sets a purpose for 

learning. 

A teacher provides students with a list of words asso-

ciated with a topic. Students need to guess with what 

topic those words are associated. For example, a 

teacher will state, “When I say the words leaves, 

stems, roots, seeds, what do you think I am talking 

about? 

Graffiti write allows students to write, draw and/or give 

examples of what they know about the content concept, 

skill  or term. In a graffiti write, students are grouped in 

sets of 3-5.  Each group is provided with a chart paper 

that contains the concept or key term in the center of the 

paper.  The sheet is divided into the total number of stu-

dents in the group.  Students are given 2-3 minutes to 

write linguistic and nonlinguistic representations of what 

they know about the concept/term. (Think Literacy: Cross

-Curricular Approaches, 2003) Based on what students 

write on the graffiti write, the teacher decides whether to 

fill in instructional gaps or proceed with the lesson.   

A sort is a simple classifying task that allows students 

to develop and concretely demonstrate their under-

standing of academic terms and/or content concepts. 

Sorts can be used to activate prior learning or to inter-

nalize previously taught vocabulary, material, and 

concepts.  Students are given a set of cards repre-

senting characteristics, multiple representations, and/

or phrases of terms or concepts, and they physically 

manipulate cards and group them based on similar 

features.  



Structured questions help teachers assess students’ prior 

knowledge by preparing a set of questions about a topic. 

For example, prior to students reading a book about Abra-

ham Lincoln. the teachers asks students to answer two 

questions, “Who was Abraham Lincoln?” and “How did 

Abraham Lincoln change American history?” 

Free Recall is a technique used by educators to acti-

vate students’ prior knowledge about a specific con-

tent concept, skills, and/or term. Teachers will ask stu-

dents to recall what they know about a topic by 

stating, “Tell me what you know about…” 

Students are asked a question and are given time to re-

flect. The teacher then tells students to pair up with a 

partner and share their answers. (Lyman, 1981) 

Quick Write/Quick Draw is an independent strategy 

where each student is given an index card and a set 

amount of time to write and/or draw what they know 

about a given topic.  



Agree or 
Disagree 

Statement 
Agree or 
Disagree 

 Mixed ability grouping is not allowed in differentiated instruction.  

 Differentiated instruction is an attempt at having individualized 
lessons for every student. 

 

 If content is differentiated, process and product need to be differ-
entiated as well. 

 

 Differentiated instruction relies on multiple grouping configura-
tions. 

 

 When differentiating instruction, teachers need to take into con-
sideration students’ readiness, interest and learning profiles. 

 

 Tiered lessons are part of differentiating the product.  

Anticipation/Reaction Guide 



Directions:  

 Sort the numbers under the appropriate category. 

Rational Numbers Irrational Numbers 
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Indicator 1 Activity 
Method or 

Mode 
Why do you think the activity is a method or mode? 

Anticipation Guide 

  

Free Recall 

  

Graffiti Write 

  

Sort 

  

Quick Write/Quick Draw 

  

Structured Questions 

  

Think-Pair-Share 
  

Word Association 
  

Indicator 1 Activities 

Directions: 
 

 Read the description for each activity.  
 Then, find the activity below, and determine whether the activity is a method or mode. Explain why you think it is a method or mode.  



Indicator 1 Indicator  2 Indicator 3 Indicator 4 

    


