
     M y name is Cherie Reid and I  teach 
a combined classroom of  2nd and 3rd 
graders.  Every year one of  my favori te 
subjects to teach is Wri ter's Work shop.  
I t  is so fun to see 2nd and 3rd graders 
get ex ci ted about w ri t ing, and to 
actual ly w atch them become l i t t le 
w ri ters.

     Last year our district implemented a 
phonics-based l i teracy program that 
w as very t ime consuming.  I  became 
very f rustrated because I  fel t l ik e my 
students didn't have the qual i ty 
w ri t ing t ime that they needed .  I  also 
noticed that al though my students 
w ere learning thei r 72 phonograms 
these new  sk i l ls w eren't carrying over 
into thei r w ri t ing.  I  k new  that I  had to 
f igure out a w ay to help my students   
implement  the  new  phonic instruction  
w i thout i t  tak ing aw ay f rom  thei r 
authentic w ri t ing t ime.   

AUTHENTIC WRITING  |  REAL AUDIENCE |  PURPOSE

The Pow er of  Wri ter's 
Work shop

      This year  as part of  my 
TIC class (Teacher Inqui ry 
Communi ty) I  decided that I  
w as going to col lect research 
on w hat happens  as I  al ign 
the new  phonics instruction 
w i th my w ri ter's w ork shop 
curriculum.  I  w as hopeful  
that th is w ould give my 
students more t ime to w ri te, 
and I  w ould see thei r phonics 
instruction  carry over into 
thei r real  w ri t ing.  
     I  col lected data for 4 w eek s 
and the resul ts w ere  
encouraging.



HOW OFTEN DO I HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO TEACHER PHONICS DURING MY 
REGULAR WRITER'S WORKSHOP? 

The information on th is graph represents the number of  t imes that I  had the opportuni ty 
to teach  a phonics principle or even w hen one of  the  students mentioned a phonics rule 
that w e've learned.  For instance, i f  w hi le w alk ing around the room I  notice that one 
student had misspel led the w ord  " ledge" .  I  might in passing say, " Did you k now  that 
ledge uses 3 letter  " dge?"   This is one of  the cues that is taught in our ex pl ici ted phonics 
instruction.   A nother ex ample, might be i f  a students ask s me, " What " ew "  or  " ui "  is  
used in f rui t? "   A  question l ik e th is during our w ri ter's w ork shop block  w ould get a tal ly 
mark .   A s you can see during our 60 minute w ri ter's w ork shop block  i t w as easy to get 
over 10 tal ly mark s each day.  I  th ink  that th is graph real ly represents how  easy i t is to 
implement phonics instruction  w hi le students are actual ly w ri t ing.  I t  also seems to 
mak e sense that students w ould be more l ik ely to use these sk i l ls i f  they are  w ork ing on 
them during th is t ime.  



HOW OFTEN DO I HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO TEACHER PHONICS DURING MY 
REGULAR WRITER'S WORKSHOP? 

Phonics Instruct ion During Writer's WS

This information w as gathered during a 4 w eek  period.  The blue column show s 
w hen I  had an opportuni ty to teach phonic instruction during my indiv idual  
conferencing w i th  students.  The red column represents my w hole group phonics 
instruction.  Then the green  column is w hen I  w ould have three to four students 
come together for a quick  mini -lesson on needed ex pl ici t instruction.  

Here are 2 writ ing samples from a boy in my class.  The f irst one was written at the end 
of March, and the other was written at the end of my 4 week study.  I realize that this 
study was only done for one month, but after a month of concentrated mini-lessons  I 
can see some definite improvements in  all of my students' writ ing.



AUTHENTIC WRITING
VS

WRITING IN ISOLATION 
     I  th ink  that the picture of  my students holding a piece of  
w ri t ing that mak es them feel  proud demonstrates the pow er 
of  authentic w ri t ing in the classroom.  You can see the j oy in 
thei r faces as they proudly hold thei r w ri t ing up for the w hole 
w orld to see.  Now  maybe w e should contrast th is w i th i f  I  
w ould have ask ed my student to w ri te 2 sentences using the 
homophones hear, here.  Do you th ink  they w ould sti l l  be 
holding up thei r paper w i th as much enthusiasm???
     Last year as our district implemented our new  phonics 
based l i teracy program I  threw  out w ri ter's w ork shop because 
I  j ust couldn't f igure out how  to f i t  everyth ing into my day.  
M y students  didn't look  forw ard to w ri t ing l ik e they had in 
the past, and as a matter of  fact they dreaded w ri t ing t ime.  
During w ri t ing t ime last year w e learned most of  our concepts 
in isolation.  For ex ample, one th ing w e might do during 
w ri t ing t ime is to compose 4 types of  sentences using 
unfami l iar vocabulary w ords.  When doing th is type of  
w ri t ing students w ould try to complete the task  as quick ly as 
they could so they could move onto something more ex ci t ing.  
     A t the beginning of  th is year, I  decided that my students 
needed some qual i ty w ri t ing t ime and that I  had to f igure out 
a w ay to mak e everyth ing f i t .  The f i rst th ing I  did w as set 
aside an hour everyday  for w ri ter's w ork shop.  M y students 
w ere ex ci ted about w ri t ing again and so w as I .  I  stuck  in 
l i t t le mini -lessons for my w ri t ing objectives that 
corresponded w i th our new  phonics program.  I t w ork ed!  I  
also  w ould conference w i th students reminding them of  
concepts that they needed to apply to thei r w ri t ing. 
     A s th is year is coming to a close the old ex pression comes 
to mind, " I  can have my cak e and eat i t  too!!"   I  now  k now  
how  to mak e my w ri ter's w ork shop more meaningful  and to 
give my students the tools they need to be successful  w ri ters! 



My students holding something 
that  they've writ ten this year that  

makes them feel  l ike a                
"real  writer"

To mak e our w ri t ing ever more authentic w e have 
been hav ing a monthly " Wri ter's Celebration" .  Each 

month w e inv i te parents and communi ty members 
into our classrooms to give  students feedback  on 

thei r w ri t ing.  M y students love reading thei r stories 
to the adul ts.  The adul ts then autograph thei r 
celebration paper and give them some posi t ive 

feedback .  


